
 The Holy Land 
The Women in Jesus’ Life

October 31-November 10, 2022   11 Days

Hosted by Rev. Karoline Lewis, Ph.D.



                    day-by-day itineRaRy                                       

MON 31 OCT  Depart U.S. 
Depart Chicago on the overnight transatlantic 
flight to Vienna and connect to Tel Aviv with Aus-
trian Airlines  (Meals in-flight) 

TUE 01 NOV  Arrive Tel Aviv/Dead Sea 
Upon arrival, your guide and driver will be waiting 
to greet you. Transfer to the Dead Sea, the lowest 
point on earth. David Tower Dead Sea Resort & 
Spa (Meals in-flight) 

WED 02 NOV  Dead Sea 
Awaken to a full day for relaxation and spiritual 
grounding - float in the briny waters of the Dead 
Sea if you wish. Gather for a welcome dinner this 
evening. David Tower Dead Sea Resort & Spa (B 
D) 

THU 03 NOV  Dead Sea/Galilee 
This morning ride the cable car up to the rocky pla-
teau of Masada where the Zealots held their last 
resistance against the Roman conquerors. Travel 
through the West Bank to Nablus and a Greek Or-
thodox Church which houses Jacob’s Well where 
Jesus met the woman of Samaria (John 4: 5-9). 
Continue to the Wedding Chapel at Cana.  Later 
this afternoon arrive in Tiberias and check in at 
your hotel overlooking the Sea of Galilee. Royal 
Plaza Hotel (B,D).

FRI 04 NOV  Galilee 
Begin the day at Magdala, where contemporary 
efforts by the Catholic Church have unearthed 
a fishing village in Jesus’ time - the birthplace of 
Mary Magdalene. As well as archaeological re-
mains, there is a Women’s Atrium devoted to the 
women of the Bible and women of faith across all 
time. Next is the Church of Beatitudes where Je-
sus delivered his Sermon on the Mount. Continue 
to Capernaum to see the remains of a first cen-
tury synagogue where Jesus preached and the 
remains of what is most certainly Peter’s house. In 
this contextual setting, explore the story of Jesus 
healing Peter’s mother-in-law. End the day with a 
sunset sail across the Sea of Galilee. Royal Plaza 
Hotel (B,D) Note: Communion kit will be provided 
on the boaride. 

SAT 05 NOV  Galilee/Bethlehem 
After hotel check-out, drive to Sepphoris, the vil-
lage where Mary’s parents Anne and Joachim 
were thought to have lived and where she was 
born. Next is Nazareth where Mary lived with her 
husband Joseph and raised their son Jesus. Visit 
the Church of the Annunciation and Mary’s Well. 
Travel to Bethany on the eastern slopes of the 
Mount of Olives. The sisters Mary and Martha lived 
here and they hosted Jesus on several occasions. 
See the tomb of their brother Lazarus whom Jesus 
raised from the dead. Continue to Bethlehem for 
check-in, dinner and overnight. St. Gabriel Hotel 
(B,D) 

SUN 06 NOV  Bethlehem 
This morning attend worship at Evangelical 
Christmas Lutheran Church (in Arabic) and enjoy 
fellowship with the congregation following the 
service. After lunch on own, take a walking tour of 
the Old City including the Church of the Nativity 
and Manger Square. The balance of the day is at 
leisure for study, reflection or exploration in Jesus’ 
birthplace. St. Gabriel Hotel (B,D)  

MON 07 NOV  Bethlehem/Jerusalem 
This morning meet with The Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb 
and Palestinian women (Vera Baboun, former 
mayor of Bethlehem) who hold places of leader-
ship in the community; discuss the role of women 
in Palestine. Depart for Jerusalem and the top 
of the Mount of Olives for a glorious view of the 
Golden City. Then walk down the Palm Sunday 
Road to the Garden of Gethsemane. Check in at 
your hotel just outside the Old City Walls. Golden 
Walls Hotel (B,D)  

TUE 08 NOV  Jerusalem 
Spend the morning on a memorable guided tour 
of the Old City. Begin at St. Anne’s Church which 
was built on what was believed to be the home 
site of Mary’s parents, Anne and Joachim. Adja-
cent are the Pools of Bethesda where Jesus healed 
a man of his 38-year infirmity (John 5:1-9). Walk 
along the Via Dolorosa through the Old City to 
experience the Stations of the Cross; see the last 
few Stations located inside the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre. See the ancient Western Wall, consid-
ered to be one of the holiest sites in the Jewish 
tradition. In the course of the day, meet with rep-
resentatives of one or two Jewish women’s activ-
ist groups. Golden Walls Hotel (B,D) 

WED 09 NOV J erusalem  
This morning spend time in the tranquil sur-
roundings of the Garden Tomb followed by the 
balance of the day on own for individual explora-
tion. Gather for a farewell dinner at an Armenian 
Restaurant. Golden Walls Hotel (B,D) 

THU 10 NOV  Return to U.S. 
Transfer this morning for flight check-in and de-
parture. Connect in Vienna with the continuing 
flight to Chicago. Arrive home today enriched 
with your discoveries of women in Jesus’ life and 
women of the Holy Land today

Code:  Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Itinerary subject to change.

Speakers subject to availability.

The Women In Jesus’ Life tour takes us
to the Holy Land with a focus on the

interactions between Jesus and women –
the women without whom Jesus’ ministry
would hardly be successful. How might
these women provide a unique perspective
on the person and meaning of Jesus? How
might we imagine our own discipleship in
these women of faith, women who see in
Jesus God’s true character? Our pilgrimage
to these holy places where Jesus walked
and talked, where Jesus healed and per-
formed miracles, where Jesus lived among
us, will bring to life stories in Scripture that
are our stories. In so many ways, we are
these women, and they give us remarkable
perspectives on our own discipleship and
our own identity as followers of Christ.

Rev. Karoline M. Lewis, 
Ph.D., is the Marbury E. 
Anderson Chair in Biblical 
Preaching at Luther Semi-
nary, St. Paul, MN, where
she has taught since 2007. 
She is the author of SHE: 
Five Keys to Unlock the 
Power of Women in Ministry 
(including an accompa-
nying facilitator guide, 
participant guide, and 
DVD) and John: Fortress 
Biblical Preaching Com-
mentaries. Her next two 
books are Embody: Five 
Steps to Leading With Integrity and A Lay 
Preacher’s Guide: How to Craft a Faithful 

Sermon (2020). Ordained in 
the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of America, 
Lewis leads conferences,
workshops, and retreats
internationally on the
Gospel of John, the New
Testament, interpreting the
Bible, preaching, leadership,
and women in ministry. She
is a contributing writer for
Working Preacher, co-host
of the site’s weekly podcast,
Sermon Brainwave, and
authors the Dear Working
Preacher column. Visit karo-

linelewis.com for resources on preaching, 
leadership, and being a woman in ministry.



AIRFARE 5 : Round-trip economy class airfare 
from Chicago O’Hare on a ARC/IATA ap-
proved scheduled carrier
ACCOMMODATION 5 : Nine (09) nights’ 
accommodation in superior tourist class 
hotels, double occupancy, with private facili-
ties. Hotels as listed or similar. 
MEALS 5 : Breakfast  and dinner daily except 
on last day. Special farewell dinner in Jeru-
salem
GROUND TRANSPORT 5 : Transfers and 
transportation by deluxe motor coach 
throughout.
SIGHTSEEING 5 : Extensive sightseeing 
throughout; entrance fees included as per 
program.
PORTERAGE 5 : Luggage handling of one 
piece per person.
EXPERT GUIDES 5 : An experienced English-
speaking tour guide from arrival in Tel Aviv 
through departure from Tel Aviv.
WHISPER SETS 5 :  Individual guide whisper 
sets throughout the tour. 
SPEAKER HONORARIUMS 5 :  All honorari-
ums for special speakers
TAXES 5 : Airport/foreign departure taxes 
ALL THE INFO YOU NEED 5 : Comprehensive 
documentation including travel accessory, 
bag tags, name badges, flight and land 
itineraries, destination literature, customs 
information, travel tips and more.

*$3560
 Group Flights From Chicago
*Costs per person based on double occupancy in USD

Optional Individual Supplement
  Single Room (in addition to base tour cost).......... $ 725

Costs:  The tour cost is per person based on current 
airfare from Chicago O’Hare (other cities available), 
double occupancy, tariffs and currency valuations as 
of November 2021, a minimum of 25 travelers, and 
subject to confirmation. While we will do everything 
possible to maintain the listed price and/or itinerary, 
they are subject to change due to circumstances be-
yond our control. Single room supplements may have 
limited availability and are on a request basis only.

Items Not Included
Fuel surcharges and/or tax increases levied since  •
the pricing of this tour.
Beverages other than coffee/tea at breakfast. •
Any meal or sightseeing item not listed in the  •
itinerary.
Items of a personal nature. •
PCR or Serology Test required at time of travel   •
Gratuities to guide, driver, hotel and restaurant  •
staff (we recommend a budget of $135 per per-
son for gratuities for guide, driver and hotel staff). 
Optional Travel Protection • : Trip cancellation/
interruption, baggage delay/loss, emergency 
accident and sickness medical expense, and 
emergency evacuation/repatriation. Please refer 
to the Travel Protection section.
Passport fees • . A passport valid six months be-
yond date of reentry to the U.S. is required.
No entry visa is required for U.S. citizens; non-U.S.  •
citizens may require an entry visa.

                     Cost sUMMaRy                                                   WHat’s inClUded?                                                        toUR Conditions                                              

PAYMENT SCHEDULE: Your reservation and de-
posit of $500 per person are requested immedi-
ately to fulfill the group deadline requirements. 
Note that space is limited and reservations are 
taken on a first come, first served basis. A second 
payment of $1000 is due June 30, 2022. Final pay-
ment is due no later than August 30, 2022. The 
fee for late payment is $50 per traveler. For credit 
cards, STT accepts Visa and MasterCard (add 
1.5% credit card fees). PayPal is also an option if 
needed (add 4% service fees).

REFUND POLICY: All cancellations must be in 
writing. There is no refund for partial or unused 
land arrangements. Note: Airline tickets will be 
issued well in advance of departure and may be 
nonrefundable. The following penalties will apply: 
Up to June 29, 2022 - $100 per person administra-
tive fee plus any unrecoverable deposits; June 30 
– October 10, 2022– Deposit plus any unrecover-
able payments to hotels, tour operators or airlines; 
October 11, 2022 or after– No refund.

CHANGES TO GROUP FLIGHTS: The group air-
fare contract for this tour may not allow travelers 
to make any date or itinerary changes. If you are 
considering other dates or cities, please submit 
your request in writing well in advance to secure 
the best rates and schedule, but no later than 
June 30, 2022. A minimum fee of $100 per person 
will apply for changes to group flights in addition 
to a possible airfare increase.  

LATE BOOKINGS:  Passengers registering within 
thirty days of tour departure will be charged a $50 
per person fee. Tour payment in full is required 
before we can request and confirm space. This fee 
does not cover any additional airline or ground 
service charges.

                       TO REGISTER FOR TOUR           

To register for this tour, please complete 
the Reservation Application online at:  
https://shepherdstours.com/package/
she_lewis/ or send us an email to tours@
shepherdstours.com and we will email you 
the Online Application Form.     

This tour requires  
considerable  
walking.  Please 
check with your tour 
leader if you have any questions.

https://shepherdstours.com/package/she_lewis/


  Conditions and Responsibility        
 
Shepherds Tours & Travel (STT) provides customized travel planning 
throughout the world for group travelers who have a variety of reasons 
and goals for travel. The goals and/or opinions of these groups do not 
reflect or imply the position of STT in any matter. Brochure contents may 
not be duplicated without permission from STT. In offering these travel 
arrangements, Shepherds Tours & Travel (STT) acts solely as an agent 
for the sale of air transportation and other travel related services. STT 
maintains no control over the personnel, equipment or operations of any 
entity furnishing services, products or accommodations. STT assumes no 
responsibility or liability for, and shall not be expected, asked or required 
to pay for any injury, damage, expense, personal injury, property dam-
age, inconvenience or any other loss experienced by reason of:  (1) any 
intentional, wrongful, negligent or unauthorized act or omission on the 
part of any supplier, its agents or employees; (2) any defect, breakdown 
or other failure of any vehicle, equipment, service, product or other in-
strumentality which is owned, operated or otherwise used by a supplier; 
(3) any intentional, wrongful, negligent, or unauthorized act or omission 
on the part of any other party not under the direct control of STT; (4) 
financial problems causing nonperformance by any supplier; or (5) any 
other cause, condition or event whatsoever beyond the direct control 
of STT.  STT cannot guarantee any rates, bookings or reservations of any 
supplier. Your retention of tickets, reservations or bookings after issuance 
shall constitute a consent to the foregoing provisions. All prices quoted 
are subject to change if airlines or ground operators increase their prices, 
the U.S. dollar is devalued significantly against foreign currencies, the 
group falls below minimum numbers, or a fuel surcharge, government 
tax or user’s fee is imposed. Baggage and personal effects are the sole re-
sponsibility of the owners at all times. STT reserves the right to withdraw 
from any tour any tour member whose conduct is incompatible with the 
interests of the group as a whole.  The above Conditions and Responsibil-
ity also covers the group leader(s) and their respective organizations.their 
respective organizations. 

                note to oUR tRaVeleRs:                  

Be assured that STT & TRAVEL (STT) continually moni-
tors travel industry developments (strikes, etc.) as well 
as world events. If any such matters affect your tour, 
you will be notified. At the time this tour was developed 
the U.S. State Department Travel Advisory for this des-
tination was Level 2 (Exercise Increased Caution); refer 
to the following website for current information or call 
STT & Travel. https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/
en/traveladvisories/traveladvisories.html

                 For more information, contact:                   

 
Rev. Karoline Lewis, Ph.D.
4548 Garfield Ave., Unit 2
Minneapolis, MN 55419

tel: 612-462-2854
email: klewis001@luthersem.edu

or 

Sami Khoury 
Shepherds Tours & Travel 

9 Azahra Street 
Jerusalem, 91194  Israel 

Tel #: (Jerusalem):  +(972)26284121
Mobile: (including WhatsApp)   +(972)505221225 

Tel #:  (Chicago (USA)  +(312)7663306
Email: sami@shepherdstours.com 

                       tRaVel pRoteCtion                    

Travel protection is optional, but we encourage 
all travelers to purchase a plan.  STT offers an ex-
tensive and competitively priced plan from Seven 
Corners Insurance. Travel protection can help pro-
vide coverage for trip cancellation/interruption, 
baggage delay/loss, emergency accident and 
sickness medical expense, and emergency evacu-
ation/repatriation. If you decline coverage at the 
time of reservation, you may purchase it later, but 
the Pre-existing Conditions Waiver is available 
only if the plan is purchased within 20 days of the 
initial trip deposit.   To review the full plan, get a 
quote and purchase please visit: https://purchase.
sevencorners.com/policygroup/HW7C6WH/ 
HGP5DXM/ 

You may contact our Sales Agent at Seven Corners 
Travel Insurance for further information before 
making your decision.  

Tiffany Day
Digital Sales Agent 
Seven Corners Travel Insurance 
Direct Phone: (317) 582 2627 
Email: tiffany.day@sevencorners.com 

 ____TRAVEL PROTECTION INCLUSIONS                 

Trip Cancellation

Trip Interruption

Travel Delay
(6 hours)

Missed connection (3 hours)

Baggage

Baggage Delay

Medical Expense 

Emergency Dental Expense 

Medical Evacuation &
Repatriation of remains

Political Emergency Evacuation 

ID Theft Resolution Services 

Assistance Service

Note: If you prefer to purchase your travel insurance from a different com-
pany, please make sure that the Policy includes coverage for any COVID 
related illness as this is now a prerequisite for entry into Israel. 

https://purchase.sevencorners.com/policygroup/HW7C6WH/
HGP5DXM/

